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Mississauga Pickleball (MP) 
Annual General Meeting – November 21st, 2022, at 7 pm 

Virtual via Zoom Call 
Minutes of AGM 

 
Ian Campbell called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm 
He confirmed the AGM notice was emailed on October 17th, 2022 - 35 days prior to the AGM 
This contained the AGM agenda details and the Zoom link. 
A reminder and a Zoom link notice was emailed again on November 20th, 2022. 
Ian appointed Jodi Lum as the recording secretary for the AGM.  
 
The AGM was called to order at 7:00 pm and a quorum was confirmed present with 38 paid members; 
a minimum of 15 was necessary. 
 
Attendees 
Rene St. Cyr, Jodi Lum, Ian Campbell, Harry Stewart, Greg Taylor,  
Naveed Ather, Bernie Fishbein, Andrea Wainwright, Neil Adleman, Maureen Etkin, Rick Ferracuti, 
Ken Johnson, Lety Dudgeon, Tom Brett, Deborah Woods, Bruce Buckingham, Gord Kennedy,  
Heather Lindsay, Karen Stewart, Liz King, Joan Chin, Jeremy Fitzgerald, Carolyn Fitzgerald,  
Robert Chaim, Sherif Shalaby, Donna Riga, Kam Doodnauth, Grace Lum, Joseph Lum, Jon Woodman, 
John LaFaso, Stefano Bomben, Victoria Bomben, Justin Cleber, John Cameron, Lisa MacEwen, Johan 
Erasmus, Marlett Erasmus, Doug Charles, Brenda Charles. 
 
Welcome guests and members 
Ian welcomed the members who linked in to Zoom. No guests were invited to the participate. A 
Keynote presentation was shared onscreen with all members attending. A copy of the deck can be 
found here as Appendix A. 
 
Approval of the Agenda 
The agenda was read and approved. 
Motion to approve - 1st Stefano Bomben 2nd Lisa MacEwen   
Motion -  Passed 
 
Reading and Acceptance of Financial Reports 
Rene St. Cyr (Treasurer) provided the following information: 
 
Financial Statement Report as of October 31st, 2022 
Revenue totalled $29,782.00. 
 
Expenses totalled $17,780.00 
 
Capital purchases totalled $6559 
 
Cash Position 
$3330.63 Opening Cash Balance as of January 1, 2022 
$29782.45 Revenue 
$9780.59 Less Operating Expenses 
$6559.09 Less Capital Purchases 
$16773.40 Closing Cash Balance as of October 31, 2022 
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$8000.00 Allowance for payments to Mentor College 
 
Future cash balance of $8773.40 
 
Motion to approve - 1st Sherif Shalaby 2nd Victoria Bomben   
Motion -   Passed 
 
Reading and acceptance of reports of the Executive 
 
Membership Report – Ian provided the following information:  

v 414 members as of October 31, 2022 
v 237 are new members – 57% of membership 
v The average age was just over 60 years which is 10% lower than other years. 
v Oldest member is 88 and younger is 18 which shows the desire for Pickleball for all ages. 
v Currently 79.2% of members are from Mississauga. Note that a month and a half still remain for 

2022 targets of 80% 
 
Motion to approve - 1st Donna Riga  2nd Sherif Shalaby  
Motion -   Passed 
 
Vice- President’s Address 
Jodi Lum (Vice-President) highlighted the training aspects of Mississauga Pickleball that were 
presented to members this year. Free clinics were offered in March and October and over 200 people 
attended over 8 sessions. Jodi highlighted our capital purchases which included a class set paddles to 
better serve the emerging youth base. Longer term MP would like to build up our infrastructure to start 
a Youth Program. Pickleball is still considered an “older person” sport but with support MP will 
change that here in Mississauga. 
Jodi also brought attention to the fact that recently, Ian Campbell, was presented with the “Official’s 
Award” from the Pickleball Association of Ontario (PAO).  
The award has the following outline: 
This individual has demonstrated a positive influence as a dedicated, skilled official, in refereeing 
pickleball at local, regional, or provincial tournaments. They are recognized by their peers as having 
given countless hours to improve the professionalism of pickleball as a qualified referee. 
 
Ian is the Regional Pickleball Canada Referee Trainer for the GTHA and runs clinics throughout the 
year to increase the number of certified referees. 

 
Motion to approve - 1st Lisa MacEwen  2nd Gord Kennedy 
Motion -   Passed 
 
President’s Address 
Well, I am a man of few words, except of course when I put those words on paper and as anyone who 
has read my newsletters knows it’s like you got homework from a vengeful teacher. 
 
My wife sat me down years ago and said “now that we are married you can stop all this Pickleball 
stuff”. I said “you sound like my ex-wife”. She said “I didn’t know you were married before” and I said 
“I’m not”. 
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So now that I have all this time on my hands we are here for our first AGM of Mississauga Pickleball. 
The journey to where we are now has been swift and a little rocky but none of us expected anything 
else. The goal was to take things in Mississauga from simply an advocacy group to a playing group. To 
this end we needed logistics. 
 
We started everything from scratch almost 10 months ago to the day and we have spent the last 9 
months building out the infrastructure. This required purchasing equipment like nets, paddles, balls, 
training gear as well as setting up logistics for people to join, make payments, and sign up for events. I 
am very happy to say that these worked out better than expected. You have options for payment 
through our Square accounts and can reserve spots through our online forms account 24/7. 
 
One of our first goals was to become “affiliated” with the City which gives us access to cheaper 
insurance rates for members. Hopefully new never need it but it is an essential part of any group. We 
then started things off with free clinics for members and had over 120 people go through the program 
over 2 days. We are so lucky to have such a devoted Board who are all certified instructors. Jodi, 
Harry, and Rene also teach courses for the City at South Common CC and for many of you here that 
may have been one of your first encounters with Pickleball. 
 
We then started planning for a Summer Program we entered into a contract with Sheridan Tennis and 
Pickleball Club to have designated times to run events and play for half the year. By all metrics we 
keep, this was a huge success. There must be full disclosure here though since I was previously the 
Pickleball Pro there and Jodi was the Pro for 2022. This is separate from our MP work but gave us a 
foot in the door as we were able to work in conjunction with the great people on the Sheridan Board. It 
was meaningful for both groups. 
 
Over the summer we held an Open House with games and prizes as well as free BBQs for Canada Day 
and National Pickleball Day, that were open to all Sheridan and MP members alike. From the smiles in 
the photos, I believe everyone had good times and our membership has done nothing but steadily 
climb. We also ran several tournaments over the summer months and a few people have been claimed 
bragging rights until next summer. 
 
This now brings us to our Winter Program that just started a few weeks ago. Over the course of the last 
5 months we looked at 27 different schools, both private, separate and public boards to locate 
something for our members. We wanted a minimum of 6 courts and times at night or on weekends so 
that everyone had an opportunity to play, not just those that fall into the cliche Pickleball player, you 
know who you are, the retired. Many of the older schools are not safe for play as the courts are less 
than a foot apart. We put in for what is basically a lottery system with the two main boards and tried to 
obtain space from the City of Mississauga at Mississauga Valley or Churchill Meadows. As you might 
have guessed we got nothing. What those in the program already know is that we kept digging and 
found a great new home at Mentor College for Sat & Sun mornings until the end of April. Most of the 
time slots are already completely full but there are still a few spots for the 8am Sat & Sun Winter times. 
 
Another big landmark this year was the formation of the Trillium League. Mississauga Pickleball is a 
founding member and it was setup for those looking for competitive play at all levels of skill. We set 
up 2 divisions (4.0+ and 3.5 and below) and along with Etobicoke, Hamilton and Waterloo we each 
had a home and away game against each team. My objective was build a league for the average player 
to compete. Etobicoke ultimately won the season. Everyone who played for MP did an amazing job and 
I would specifically like to thank the captains, Sherif Shalaby, Douglas Tong and Trent Lane for all the 
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work they put in to get each week organized. Your time and effort is very much appreciated and did not 
go unnoticed by all who played. 
 
Mississauga Pickleball was also at the forefront of referee training for the GTA and surrounding cities. 
As many may now know, I am the referee trainer for the GTA. This involves teaching new referees the 
ropes as well as certifying them to ref at sanctioned tournaments. We put dozens of people through this 
system prior to this year’s Canadian Nationals in Kingston, where all games are refereed. Each of these 
new refs did an outstanding job and I was so glad to be part of their success. 
 
The City of Mississauga, true to their word, have continued to put Pickleball lines on any new Tennis 
Courts that are built or resurfaced which effectively turns them in to multi-use courts. As many of you 
know, last year the PMA made a deputation to council on the need for more Pickleball facilities, and 
while they appeared to agree, the latest response was simply to refer it to the next “future directions 
plan” which will come out in 2024. The good news is that with the election of a new City Council 
recently we now have the ear of a couple of new councilors and hopefully that will move the needle in 
our favor. I wish to thank the City for making it possible to have us in the affiliated program as a new 
group and especially to Sharlene Murray for backing us for the past many years. Those that attended 
the Hershey Centre program back in 2018 may know that Sharlene was one of the people spearheading 
that opportunity. 
 
So as it turns out I guess I am not a man of few words but there are a few more important things I want 
you to know. Your MP Board is not one to simply look backwards, we are always looked forward and 
trying to get ready for any opportunities that we can take advantage of. In the next few months we will 
need to incorporate, so if we have any trade lawyers in the membership who can help us incorporate a 
Not For Profit club, let me know. I have been in contact with several presidents of other local clubs 
who have seen the success of the Trillium League and have expressed interest in joining next summer. 
We are planning more fun tournaments for next summer for all players, and we are always on the 
lookout for more indoor space to expand our winter program. 
 
In the long term our ultimate goal is to get the City to build out a 12 + court Pickleball only facility and 
let us run it like any of the dozens of tennis clubs that currently exist in Mississauga. With each step we 
took this year and each step forward, we are showing the City we have what it takes to run our own 
club and be a great steward of their resources. One day we may even be able to bring a Canadian 
Nationals tournament to Mississauga. 
 
I want to end by thanking those who go unsung but that spend countless hours behind the scenes. To 
Jodi Lum, my right hand, who spends dozens of hours each week planning clinics, running summer 
nights and organizing our winter groups, I could not do this without you. To Rene St. Cyr, who keeps 
the finances straight, it’s a great asset to have a former banker on the Board and unlike regular bankers 
he doesn’t charge any service fees! To Harry Stewart, our Membership Director, you must be doing 
something right since we have record membership and we still have about a month and a half left to go 
in the year. Harry also spends hours doing clinics and despite the jabs that he takes from me each week, 
he is a true gentleman pickleballer. And last but not least to Greg Taylor for keeping all of us in check 
as the Secretary. I always hope some of the things I say never make it into print and Greg is that 
guardian. To the entire Board, thank you for making this first year a memorable one. 

 
Motion to approve - 1st Karen Stewart 2nd Gord Kennedy 
Motion -   Passed 
 



 5 

Nomination and Election of the Board Members 
In 2022, three notices were sent to members requesting volunteers for the Board.  
As of today, November 21st, 2022, no one has put forth their name or the name of another. The current 
Board members have agreed to stay in their positions for 2023 but since each term is one year, they 
must be elected each year. 

 
President >> Ian Campbell 
Motion to approve - 1st Sherif Shalaby 2nd John LaFaso 
Motion -   Passed 
 
Vice President >> Jodi Lum 
Motion to approve - 1st Stefano Bomben 2nd Deborah Woods 
Motion -   Passed 
 
Treasurer >> Rene St. Cyr     
Motion to approve - 1st Donna Riga 2nd Karen Stewart 
Motion -   Passed 
 
Secretary >> Greg Taylor 
Motion to approve - 1st Donna Riga 2nd Carolyn Fitzgerald 
Motion -   Passed 
 
Membership >> Harry Stewart 
Motion to approve - 1st Ken Johnson 2nd Liz King 
Motion -   Passed 
 
Motions and New Business 
As at the start of the AGM there were no motions or new business submitted by members. A call for 
both was made and no one had anything they wished added. 
 
Ian asked if there were any questions or comments. None we made. 
 
Rene St. Cyr Award 
At this time Ian presented the Rene St Cyr Award to Grace and Joseph Lum. The award is given to 
those that have dedicated themselves to promoting Pickleball in Mississauga and exemplify the social 
aspect to the benefit of others. 
 
Adjournment 
Motion to approve - 1st Bernie Fishbein 2nd Tom Brett 
Motion -   Passed 
 
Meeting was adjourned at 7:43PM 
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Appendix A – Keynote Presentation Deck 
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